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The hit stage play  
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From basement and loft conversions 
through to extensions, we guide you 

through expanding your home
Word s KARA O’REILLY
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The end result won’t be 
as good if you haven’t 

thought about how it is 
going to be used

A contemporary open-plan orangery 
extension by Apropos (0800 328 0033; 
aproposuk.com) demonstrating how lots of 
glass maximises light and a sense of space
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Simple space gains 

The essentials

Basement, loft or extension?

An extension on Godolphin 
Road by Mirva Yoshinari and 

Coupdeville Architects

Interior of a garden room by 
conservatory experts Marston 

& Langinger (marston-and-
langinger.com)



the resident

theresident.co.uk   |  April 2015       33

Choose your style 

Victoria Geoghegan, Head of 

Development Management and 

Building Control at Islington Council, 

introduces you to the planning process 

Permitted development rights: 
these allow you to make certain types 

of minor changes to your house 

without having to apply for planning 

permission. These only apply to houses 

and not flats, maisonettes or other 

buildings. Porches, single-storey rear 

extensions, dormer windows, fences 

and some outbuildings are all 

examples of what is covered by 

permitted development. Certain parts 

of a borough, such as conservation 

areas or areas covered by Article 4 

Directions, will have more restrictive 

permitted developments. Listed 

building consent is also required if the 

property is listed.

Planning permission: this is required 

for most development, including 

significant extensions and alterations to 

buildings, new builds, changes of use 

and conversions. Most councils 

operate an advice service and you 

should always check before 

embarking on any works. With all 

building work, the owner of the 

property (or land) is ultimately 

responsible for complying with the 

relevant planning rules and building 

regulations.

When applying for planning 

permission, it is advisable to discuss 

your proposal with the council – this is 

called pre-application discussions. 

When first submitted, most applications 

are invalid because they do not 

include the correct information – 

whether that’s missing drawings or the 

planning fee – so do refer to the 

validation check list on your council’s 

website, and use a reputable architect 

or plan drawer.

Building regulations: these are 

required for most construction projects. 

The process includes pre-site approval 

(full plans, building notices) and on-site 

approval during construction. Your 

local authority will offer this service and 

has a wealth of local knowledge and 

experience.

For most people the 
extension should reflect 

their lifestyle rather 
than the host building

NEED TO KNOW

Internal glazing has been used to bring light 

into the basement conversion of this mews 

house designed by architects Stiff & Trevillion 

(020 8960 5550; stiffandtrevillion.com) 


